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SR
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 18, 13985
Daar Bill:

Although I cannot be with you in person today,
T did not want 0 miss the opportunity to join
in homering the people who have participated
in Project COROMA for the past 25 yeare.

No words can adequately convey the respect and
gratitude that I fesl, and I am sure that all
Amaricans would feel if thay could know, of the
dedication and selflessness of the paopls who
have given #0 much to the security of the United
Etatas.

Through their work, I can requeat phof

of almost any avea of the aurfaca of the earth
and hava them in hands in a matter of bhours.
It is a fest of ol President Eisenhower and
those bafore him could only dream. It was he
who played the crucial role in the development
of overhead reconnaissance. It was his commit-
ment to and understanding of the vital contri-
bution that reconnalssance could make to our
nation's security that provided the impetus to
this project 25 yaars ago.

During the Bisenbower Administration, a new
genaration of photo-rsconnaissance technology
was developed that radically changed the entire
concept of intelligence gathering. Improved
collection -~ from reconnaissance balloons o
satellites -~ has resulted in our acquiring an
ever~increasing volume of detalled intelligence
crucial to our national security and that of our
allies.
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Prasident Eisenhower once sald to the grand old
man of this business, Gemaral George Goddard
that without asrial reconnaissance: "...you
would only have your fsars on which to plan
your own dafense arrangements and your whole
military establiskment. How, if you are going
o vae nothing but fsar, « e ¥0U Bre going to
peke us an armed camp.® His statemsnt is no
less true today. The knowledge which only
sconnalsdance can provide is. abso-
lutaly vital to the sscurity of the Unlbed
States, .

I know that if President BEiseshower could
sae the fruition of his dream he would feel
the same pride and admjiration that I do for
the people of Project COROMA and join me in
exteanding to them heartfelt thanks for their
sarvice and dedicaticon to our country. .

Sincaeraly,

The Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Cantral Intelligence Agancy
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